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Foreword

In just five years Maths Week Ireland has 
grown into the leading festival of its kind in 
the world.  Begun in 2006 with 13 partners 
it has grown to a partnership of over 50 
groups interested in the promotion of 
mathematics with over 150,000 participants 
across the island in 2011. It has also achieved a 
tremendous media profile which helps spread 
the positive messages about maths even 
further. 

This has only been possible due to the 
energy and enthusiasm of partner centres 
and the generosity of our sponsors who 
are listed in this report. When I speak to 
international audiences about Maths Week 
and the fact that it has grown to involve 
150,000 participants after five years they are 
absolutely amazed. Indeed, I think nobody is 
more astonished than me about the success 
of Maths Week Ireland. Working together we 
can change things!

Maths Week was established at a time when 
there was deep concern about growing 
demand but declining interest in careers in 
science, technology, engineering and maths 
(STEM) in both Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland. Mathematics underpins 
not only these areas but key sectors such as 
international financial services as well.

While the economic situation has changed 
these sectors remain the best hope for 
recovery and recent announcements of 
investments and job growth in these areas 
confirms that belief. The governments in 
both parts of the island are committed to the 
development of the knowledge economy and 
have been very supportive of Maths Week 
Ireland.

But Maths Week is not just about future 
economic growth. It is of equal importance 
that all our citizens are mathematically literate 
in order to participate fully in society. 

While there has been much dismay about 
maths performance in Ireland , Maths Week 
has proven there is a great desire among 
mathematicians and academics in related 
disciplines from our universities, institutes 
of technology and teacher training colleges, 
together with professional bodies and 
other concerned groups to help promote 
mathematics. Maths Week Ireland has merely 
provided a channel for them to express this 
desire.

The response to Maths Week in schools has 
been overwhelming. Teachers deserve a great 
amount of credit for the success of Maths 
Week as over 1,000 teachers registered with 
us and organised and ran special Maths Week 
activities in their schools involving more than 
120,000 pupils. The variety and quality of 
these events has been most encouraging and 
their effect will continue throughout the year. 
Thousands more travelled to higher education 
institutes and visitor centres which presented 
over 100 events during the week.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to everyone who has been involved in 
Maths Week since 2006 and who have helped 
make it the success that it has become. I 
would also like to put on record my gratitude 
to our sponsors in both Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland without whose 
support Maths Week Ireland would not be the 
success it is.

Finally, we are now making preparations for 
Maths Week 2012 which we hope will be the 
biggest and most successful yet. We are 
looking forward to bringing more sponsors 
on board this year in order to grow the 
festival and reach out to even more young 
people with the message that maths can be 
interesting, challenging and rewarding if you 
approach it in the right way and with an open 
mind.

Eoin Gill Maths Week Ireland Co-ordinator
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Introduction
The 6th annual Maths Week Ireland festival took place across the island of Ireland from 14th 
– 22nd October 2011. The festival aims to raise awareness, appreciation and understanding 
of mathematics for all.

Maths Week Ireland is a week-long festival celebrating mathematics and its applications. 
Maths proficiency is a necessity in today’s world and people without it find themselves at a 
disadvantage in life. Mathematics is of great importance to the economies of Ireland, north 
and south, and the island needs a critical mass of mathematically literate graduates in areas 
such as engineering, science, accountancy and of course maths itself. 

We must also introduce people to the wonders of mathematics, the great ideas of 
mathematics and the beauty of mathematics. The popular image of maths as solving 
problems is only half the story: far from explaining and solving all questions mathematics 
poses ever new and strange mysteries. We must show that mathematics involves 
inspiration, creativity and imagination.

Maths Week Ireland promotes “Maths for All” by encouraging all pupils to work harder 
at maths and creating awareness of the importance of maths in society. All too often we 
hear people say “I can’t do maths” and this leads to the mistaken belief that you have to 
be hardwired for maths. Of course, not everyone will become a top mathematician but 
everyone can do better than they do and many could learn to enjoy maths if we can break 
the “cycle of fear” associated with the subject. The events of Maths Week are designed to 
present maths as interesting, challenging and rewarding – even fun!

Maths Week Ireland is run as a partnership between groups interested in the promotion 
of mathematics and was founded and is coordinated by CALMAST at Waterford IT. Since 
its inception Maths Week Ireland has been an all-island event and promotes cooperation 
between schools and organisations north and south that have an interest in promotion  
of maths.

The media profile of Maths Week has continued to grow each year. 2011 was a very 
successful year with extensive coverage of Maths Week across both the national and 
regional press in the Republic and Northern Ireland. Maths Week Ireland received daily 
coverage in the Irish Times (readership 310,000) and opinion articles profiling the 
week and maths also appeared in the Examiner (readership 181,000), Irish Independent 
(readership 477,000) and Evening Herald (readership 234,000) throughout the week. 
RTE News2day and RTE’s Elev8 covered events, while Maths Week Presenter Kjartan 
Poskitt was interviewed live on 2FM Breakfast with Hector (listenership 130k). The week 
also received coverage on Today FM Ray Darcy Show (listenership 234k) and Newstalk’s 
Shenanigans with Sile Seoige. In Northern Ireland print coverage was achieved in the 
Belfast Telegraph, Newsletter and Irish News. Broadcast coverage included interviews on 
BBC Radio Ulster’s Saturday Magazine show with John Toal. Our aim is to build on the 
success of 2011, further increasing the media profile of Maths Week Ireland in 2012.

Foreword
Eoin Gill Maths Week Ireland Co-ordinator

Maths Week 2012 Feedback

Teacher, St Mary’s Primary School Bellaghy Co Derry: Primary 7 went on a Maths 
Trail around the local area. It was designed to show that maths is related to the real 
world and that while challenging, maths can be enjoyable. We also held a Maths 
Morning which allowed parents to come into school and see maths alive in the 
classrooms from Foundation to Key Stage 2.
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Maths Week Ireland Partners
Maths Week Ireland is a partnership of organisations and groups interested in the promotion 
of mathematics. In 2011 the number of groups supporting and participating in Maths Week 
increased yet again bringing the number over 50. 

Alchemist Café,

Armagh Planetarium

Astronomy Ireland

Belfast City Hall

Blackrock Castle Observatory

Calmast

Carlow Institute of Technology

Cavan Institute

Chester Beatty Library

Colaiste Mhuire Teacher Training  
College Marino

Cork Institute of Technology

CSO - Central Statistics Office

Dublin City Libraries

Dublin City University

Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies

Dublin Institute of Technology

Dundalk Institute of Technology

Engineers Ireland

Froebel College of Education

Institute of Technology Tallaght

Institute of Technology, Tralee

Irish Maths Teachers Association

Irish Skeptics Society

Letterkenny Institute of Technology

Limerick Institute of Technology

Limerick Regeneration Project

MACSI - Mathematics Applications 

Consortium for Science and Industry

National Centre of Excellence in Maths and 
Science Teaching 

National Museum of Ireland

National University of Ireland Maynooth

Northern Ireland Education and Library 
Boards

Northern Ireland Space Office

NSAI National Standards Authority of Ireland

NUI Galway

Queens University, Belfast

RDS, Royal Dublin Society

RIA - Royal Irish Academy

Science Gallery

Sligo Institute of Technology

South Dublin Libraries

St Patrick’s Teacher Training College 
Drumcondra

Stranmillis University College

Tallaght Education Centre

Trinity College Dublin

University College Cork

University College Dublin

University of Limerick

University of Ulster Coleraine

University of Ulster Jordanstown

University of Ulster Magee

W5

Waterford Institute of Technology

Maths Week 2012 Feedback

Múinteoir, Gaelscoil Chill Mhantáin Co Wicklow: Bhain na daltaí an-taitneamh as na 
gníomhaíochtaí a bhí ar siúl i rith na seachtaine. Chuir ranganna taispeántais den obair 
ar bhoird sa phasáiste agus bhí seans ag gach rang cuairt a thabhairt orthu.
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Getting the Maths Message Across
Maths Week Ireland is primarily about changing attitudes towards maths. This is most effectively 
achieved through participation in fun, interesting and challenging maths activities. The message 
also reaches a far wider audience through posters displayed in schools and public areas, and 
coverage in print, broadcast and social media.

Schools Posters
Five posters were sent to every primary and 
secondary school on the island of Ireland. 
This was in direct response to feedback from 
teachers. A range of posters were designed 
to communicate different aspects of maths to 
different audiences. These included different 
posters for primary and secondary, different 
posters for north and south (different units 
– miles/km pounds/euro) and Irish language 
versions. In all, over 5,000 schools received 
a selection of 
posters to display 
conveying 
positive messages 
about maths to 
potentially all 
pupils on the 
island.

DART Posters
Posters were designed for display on the DART 
trains and stations in Dublin and Wicklow. 
Five different posters were designed for an 
adult audience with puzzles and provocative 
statements. 200 copies were displayed during 
the month of October. 

Media
Once again there was a very high level of 
interest from the Republic of Ireland media 
in Maths Week. Key highlights included 
opinion pieces carried in the Irish Examiner, 
Irish Independent and Evening Herald, daily 
Maths Week Ireland section in the Irish Times, 
Evening Herald and MetroHerald. Broadcast 
media coverage included RTE News2day 
and RTE Elev8 Show on TV, FM104 News, 
UTV Radio News (five stations), an interview 
with Kjartan Poskitt on RTE Two Breakfast 
with Hector, Today FM Ray Darcy show and 
Newstalk Shenanigans with Sile Seoige. 
Extensive coverage in the regional media was 
also achieved. 

In Northern Ireland there was a substantial 
improvement in media coverage particularly 
with radio interviews across the province 
and print coverage in the Belfast Telegraph, 
Newsletter and Irish News and many regional 
papers. The Belfast launch event received 
particularly widespread coverage. Broadcast 
media coverage radio included interviews with 
Matt Parker while Steve Humble and Andrew 
Jeffrey were guests on BBC Radio Ulster’s 
Saturday Magazine show with John Toal.

Waterford Institute of Technology

Participating CentresAlchemist CaféArmagh PlanetariumAstronomy IrelandBlackrock Castle Observatory Carlow Institute of  TechnologyCavan InstituteCentral Statistics OfficeChester Beatty Library

NUI MaynoothNational Wax MuseumNorthern Ireland Space OfficeQueen’s University BelfastRDS - Royal Dublin SocietySt Patrick’s Drumcondra
Teacher Training CollegeScience GallerySligo Institute of  TechnologySociety of  Actuaries in Ireland 

Institute of  Technology Tralee Irish Skeptics Society Letterkenny Institute of  Technology
Limerick Institute of  Technology
Limerick Regeneration ProjectNational Museum of  IrelandNational Standards Authority of  

IrelandNUI Galway

Colaiste Mhuire Marino
Teacher Training CollegeCork Institute of  TechnologyDublin City University Dublin Institute of  TechnologyDundalk Institute of  Technology

Engineers IrelandFroebel Teacher Training College
Irish Maths Teachers Association
Institute of  Technology Tallaght

Stranmillis University CollegeTrinity College DublinUniversity College CorkUniversity College Dublin University of  Ulster ColeraineUniversity of  Ulster MageeUniversity of  Ulster Jordanstown
University of  LimerickWaterford Institute of  Technology

15th - 22nd October 2011www.mathsweek.ie

Co-ordinated by
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RTE News 2 Day interview students at the 
Magic of Maths event in DCU



Electronic Media 
The Maths Week message was also 
communicated through electronic media 
including email, Twitter Account (@
mathsweek), and a dedicated website.

The Maths Week Ireland website was used to 
communicate festival dates and event details 
to teachers, pupils and the public. It was also 
used to present resources to teachers.

UK based educational consultant, Steve 
Humble developed resources for teachers 
on the website. This included advice on how 
to run maths enrichment and promotion 
activities in school and procedures for several 
different activities.

Through the website several other resources 
were offered to schools. These included a link 
to Mangahigh – a web-based maths-through-
games activity, Loopy Planes – a Project 
Maths activity for schools, and Targetboards 
– an activity for primary schools. These 
activities are described in greater detail later 
in this report.

Acknowledgement of 
Sponsors
The sponsor logos were displayed 
prominently on schools posters, DART posters 
and the Website.
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Launch of Maths Week 
Ireland 2011
Republic of Ireland Launch
Maths Week Ireland 2011 was launched in the Republic on October 10th by Minister for 
Education and Skills Ruairi Quinn and Minister for State for Innovation and Research with 
responsibility for Maths Sean Sherlock. 

Speaking at the launch of Maths Week Ireland 2011, Minister Quinn said: “Next week the 
importance of maths will be promoted nationwide through fun and innovative games, shows 
and talks. Events such as those taking place during Maths Week Ireland are critical if we are 
to make sure that our students leave school mathematically literate. We need our younger 
generation to understand the importance of maths, not only for their future careers but for 
everyday life. If we can achieve this we will have a workforce which is even more attractive to 
the companies we need to attract to Ireland.”

Minister for Education Ruairí Quinn 
and Minister for Innovation and 

Research Seán Sherlock pictured with 
students at the Republic of Ireland 

Launch of Maths Week 2011
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Maths Week 2012 Feedback

Teacher, Our Lady of Victories B.N.S Ballymun, Dublin:  
4, 5th and 6th classes attended events in Helix, DCU. Senior classes also received in 
school maths workshops incorporating fun games and activities. Senior Maths classes 
also designed a School Maths Trail (to be tested on Friday!) 2nd and 3rd classes 
completed in school maths circuits with 5 stations including maths puzzles, DS maths 
games and tangrams. The whole school completed an estimate of cubes in a container, 
this helped raise awareness of maths week. Teachers solved daily maths problems using 
maths week link and NRICH website. It was a great success and is likely to have some 
long lasting influence in children’s attitudes towards maths.



Northern Ireland Launch
The Northern Ireland launch took place at Armagh Planetarium on October 14th with 
Minister for Education John O’Dowd and teachers and pupils from local primary and 
secondary schools in attendance.

Speaking about Maths Week Ireland, the Minister said: “Numbers and maths are all 
around us in everyday life, from understanding speed and distances, to telling the 
time, using computers and dealing with money. It is therefore essential that our 
children and young people have a good grasp of numeracy, and leave school with a 
good GCSE in Maths, so that they can make their way in life.

“Unfortunately many young people, and adults, are put off by maths. Maths Week 
Ireland is an excellent initiative which aims to foster more positive attitudes towards 
maths. It’s about showing the importance and relevance of maths in a way that 
encourages, excites and motivates young people – and their teachers – to do well in 
maths.”

Northern Ireland Minister for Education John O’Dowd pictured with Maths 
Week Co-ordinator Eoin Gill and students from Carnmoney Primary 

School at the Northern Ireland Launch of Maths Week in Armagh. 
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Events
A wide range of events were held at partner centres at venues throughout the island of Ireland. 
Over 120 events were promoted through the Maths Week Website. Events included:

 NUI Maynooth ran a Maths Day with maths circus, talks and fun activities. 

 Maths in the City ran in Dublin, Belfast and Waterford attracting the attention of thousands. 

 IT Tallaght had a Maths Eyes programme asking people to look at Tallaght with their “ Maths 
Eyes”  and a podcast maths walk of the Tallaght area.

 Lifetime Lab in Cork ran the Mathsworks sessions of math’s based puzzles, games and 
activities.

 The Mallow Science and Maths Fair attracted thousands to Mallow, Co Cork.

 DCU in the Community ran workshops for primary school children and their parents in 
Ballymun.

 South Dublin Libraries and Dublin City Libraries ran events for early learners.

 The Girl Guide Centenary Celebrations ran activities coinciding with Maths Week.

 A special maths circus performance was performed by Little Big Top productions.

 UL ran a primary maths day and also arranged visits to schools.

 Sligo IT had a talk on Sligo born mathematician George Gabriel Stokes.

 Professor Jose Maria Montesinos spoke at the Chester Beatty Library on tessellations.

 Dr Michael Brennan gave a talk on the Tara Brooch at the National Museum.

 Mathematician Matt Parker pictured with students from 
St Cecilia’s College Derry and Colaiste Chineal Eoighain 

Buncrana at a Maths Week show in St Mary’s College Derry
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Presenters
In addition to the local presenters who developed and presented events around the country many 
professional presenters were engaged by Maths Week Ireland and supplied to partner centres.

These included Irish presenter Joanna Williams and Little Big Top. Joanna is a maths graduate 
and performer. As mentioned earlier a special maths circus performance was developed for Maths 
Week and this has since been performed at the Robert Boyle Festival and further developed for 
the BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition. It was also performed during 2012 Engineers 
Week.

Other presenters and presentations included:
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International Mathematician Professor Fernando Blasco 
pictured with Dr Patricia Eaton from Stranmillis University 
College and students from Lismore Comprehensive at the 

Magic of Maths Show in Stranmillis University College

	 Christine Campbell of Anyone4Science visited schools in the Limerick area organised by UL.

	 Chris Thompson and Bunnyhop performed at South Dublin Libraries.

	 Also at South Dublin libraries Martha Daly delivered The Number Train arts and crafts sessions.

	 Chris Budd Professor of mathematics at the University of Bath and at the Royal Institution 
gave two talks at the RDS.

	 Professor Jose Maria Montesinos from the University of Madrid spoke on tessellations in the 
Alhambra and the artist Escher at the Chester Beatty Library.

	 Professor Fernando Blasco, author and magician performed at Maths in the City and at 
locations around the country.

	 Andrew Jeffrey performed in Leinster, Connaught, Munster and Ulster. Steve Humble a.k.a.  
 Dr Maths toured Leinster, Connaught and Munster and performed at Maths in the City Dublin 
and Belfast.

	 Mathrhythm with Dr Paco Gomez and Giovanna Farigu was premiered at Maths Week Ireland 
2011. This participative show explores the maths of musical rhythm.

	 Dr Jenny Piggott former head on NRICH University of Cambridge gave workshops on 
creativity and maths.

	 Dr Charlie Guilderdale of NRICH gave workshops 
for teachers, parents and pupils in Tallaght and 
Ballymun.

	 Doug Buchanan, formerly head of maths at Eagle 
House UK,  visited several disadvantaged schools 
with his engaging and motivational workshops. 

	 Kjartan Poskitt author of the Murderous Maths 
series and who has sold over a million books gave 
talks in Dublin.

	 “Stand-up Mathematician” Matt Parker visited 
schools and partner centres in Ulster.

In-School Activity



Many schools cannot attend events offered at the partner centres. This is mainly because demand 
outstrips supply. It may be also be because there is no event within easy reach of a school 
despite the fact that Maths Week now has a very good geographical spread. While Maths Week 
events are offered free to schools many cite the prohibitive cost of transport as a reason for non-
attendance.

It has therefore been a major strategic goal since 2009 to promote in-school activity. This activity 
enables all schools to participate fully in Maths Week regardless of resources. It also helps to 
create “maths awareness” throughout the whole school and, most importantly, it encourages 
teachers to run their own maths enrichment activities. This is very desirable as teachers can 
continue to enrich the student maths experience throughout the year. 

Teachers were encouraged to register on the website www.mathsweek.ie. They were asked 
to indicate what they would do in school during Maths Week and how many pupils would be 
participating. They were also asked to indicate the location of their schools on a map. In most 
instances teachers registered their classes, but in many cases they indicated that the whole 
school would be participating.

This enabled the participation rate as well as the geographic spread of involvement to be gauged. 
This system was introduced in 2010 and the total number of participants registered was 86,226 
– more than enough to fill Windsor Park and the Aviva Stadium combined! For 2011 the total 
number of pupils accounted for in this way was 122,524. 

Registrations Total:  
All Island

Northern 
Ireland

Republic  
of Ireland

Border 
Counties (5)

Classes or schools 1,042 107 935 75

Pupils 122,524 14,116 108,408 8,957

Map of schools who participated in Maths Week 2011

Maths Week 
2012 Feedback

Maths Week Ireland 
Presenter, Andrew 
Jeffrey, The idea for 
a Maths Week in the 
whole of Ireland is 
great. Now, just a 
few years later, it has 
grown to become 
hugely successful, and 
impacted the lives of 
tens of thousands of 
children.
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Highlights
Mangahigh
For the second year, Maths Week Ireland teamed up with online games company Mangahigh to 
provide free online maths games aligned to the curriculums for primary and secondary schools in 
Ireland north and south. There was a great interest in these with 500,000 Mangahigh maths games 
played and more than 10,000,000 maths questions answered during Maths Week.

The school that won most games during the week was Loreto Bray, followed closely by Greenhills, 
Drogheda. Prof Marcus Du Sautoy, Professor of Public Understanding of Science and Professor 
of Mathematics at Oxford visited Loreto Bray to deliver a lecture and to present medals and 
certificates to the winning students.

Maths in the City
Maths in the city is one of the major highlights of Maths Week, and in 2011 took place in Dublin, 
Belfast and Waterford. 

Maths in the City Dublin
This was the kick-off event of Maths Week. The venue was South King St / Grafton St area and the 
mission was: “Bring maths to the people”. Students from TCD, UCD, Waterford IT and students 
from the UK (Oxford) and Spain (Madrid) worked with professional maths presenters, teachers and 
third level lecturers on the event.

The maths activities included mazes, magic tricks, rope tricks, giant towers of Hanoi, number 
reasoning activities, and games such as snakes and ladders and connect four.

Maths in the City Waterford
This event took place on Tuesday October 18th with staff and students from the Science and 
Engineering Societies of Waterford IT along with professional presenters bringing Maths to John 
Roberts Square. The event was featured heavily on local radio, and several schools from the city 
came along to take part.
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Maths in the City Belfast
The final event of Maths Week Ireland was Maths in the City 
Belfast, held outside City Hall. A wide variety of activities 
were on offer from professional maths presenters, third 
level lecturers from the Republic of Ireland, as well as 
staff and students from Stranmillis College of Education. 
Large crowds gathered to take part in the activities. As 
in the Dublin event the activities included mazes, magic 
tricks, rope tricks, giant towers of Hanoi, number reasoning 
activities, and games such as snakes and ladders and 
connect four.

Gathering for Gardner
Martin Gardner was the world’s most popular maths 
puzzler and wrote a maths column in Scientific American 
for 35 years. Mathematicians around the world mark his 
birthday with a “celebration of mind”party . The Maths 
Week Ireland Celebration of Mind took place in the 
Science Gallery Dublin and featured Chris Budd, Andrew 
Jeffrey, Fernando Blasco, and Mathsrhythm.

Chris Budd at the RDS
Chris Budd is one of Britain’s leading maths communicators. He is Professor of Applied Mathematics 
at the University of Bath and also Professor of Mathematics at the Royal Institution. He gave two 
presentations to transition and senior cycle students at the RDS Concert Hall. Each session was fully 
booked with 800 students attending in all.

Maths and Art
Tallaght Cubed is a portable interactive photographic exhibition developed jointly by the Tallaght 
Photographic Society and IT Tallaght that looks at views and places of Tallaght through maths eyes. 
The series of photos is accompanied by a worksheet for students to help them look at the exhibition 
using their ‘Maths Eyes’. 

St Patrick’s College Drumcondra ran an exhibition on Maths and Contemporary Art which was open 
daily. Meanwhile Dr Maurice O’Reilly, Head of Maths at St Patrick’s gave a talk as part of the Dublin 
Contemporary Festival entitled “The Art of Maths”. In addition, Dr Michael Brennan gave a talk on 
the mathematical patterns in the Tara Brooch at the National Museum of Ireland in Kildare Street, 
Dublin. 

Podcasts and Maths Trails
A special Maths Trail was launched for Maths Week Ireland. Dublin by Numb3rs was developed  
by Ingenious Ireland and is available as a podcast from their website - www.ingeniousireland.ie.   
It is a fun family maths trail running from Stephen’s Green to the Science Gallery. Ingenious Ireland  
also developed a Hamilton Walk podcast which is also available to download from  
www.ingeniousireland.ie. These activities are available all year round and will be available for many 
years to come.  Tallaght IT also developed a Maths Walking Tour podacast of the Tallaght area.

Maths Week 2012 Feedback

Teacher, Listowel Community College Co Kerry: Our first year group did a maths 
survey based on the volume of traffic in the town of Listowel. The findings were 
very interesting and brought real life application to maths for our Students.

Gathering for Garnder in the  
Science Gallery Dublin
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Maths Week Ireland Resources
Maths Week Ireland continues to develop resources for use in class. For 2011 Steve Humble, also 
known as Dr Maths, a leading maths educationalist in the UK was engaged to develop resources 
and advice for primary and post primary schools which were made available through www.
mathsweek.ie. Other resources included:

Targetboards
Targetboards are a great way of motivating 
primary school pupils to practice arithmetic. 
Targetboards were suggested as a Maths 
Week activity by Simon Lewis principal of 
Educate Together Carlow. Nine numbers are 
given and a target number. Participants can 
use combinations of these numbers and any 
arithmetical operation to make up the target 
number. Targetboards were delivered daily 
through the Maths Week website. Classes 
register and input their combinations as a 
class. A leader-board displays the leading 
classes. 

It was intended to do a quiet launch of 
Targetboard to test the concept, but it 
proved that there’s no doing anything on a 
small scale in Maths Week. In all, 317 classes 
participated in Targetboards and submitted 
41,868 answers!

Loopy Planes
The Loopy Planes concept was developed by 
the Project Maths Team for the Project Maths 
Curriculum in the Republic but the activity is 
also suitable for schools in Northern Ireland. 
It was implemented for the internet by the 
Maths Week web team. 

Instructions – including video – explained 
how to make and test loopy aeroplanes in 
the class. Students are then able to input 
their plane dimensions and test results into 
a database. They can retrieve their own 
results, the class results or the global data 
from all schools. They can visualise the data 
on screen or import it into a spreadsheet and 
process it further. 
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Dr. Jenny Piggot conducting a Maths Week workshop in 
Mount Temple School, Dublin



Finance
Maths Week Ireland has been fortunate to be able secure 
funding from the public and private sectors to do this 
important work. Most of the funding received has been from 
public funds in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

While it is fitting that the relevant government departments 
fund work which is vital to the interests of the whole 
island of Ireland it is also important to have private sector 
involvement. The current economic climate has made 
it difficult to attract private sector funding but we have 
been fortunate to have the continued and in some cases 
increased support from our private sector sponsors.

As the festival has now grown substantially and has a very 
high national profile, we are hopeful that 2012 will see new 
sponsors come on board.

Many costs are borne locally by the local partners including 
manpower and venues. In addition the costs of the 
coordinators were largely borne by Waterford Institute of 
Technology.

Maths Week 2012 Feedback

Teacher, St 

Domick’s High 

School Sutton: 

We had a great 

and busy time 

with different 

classes doing 

Maths Week 

activities. These 

activities really 

got the girls to 

see maths in a 

different light!

Maths Week 
2012 Feedback
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Activity Reports
Partner Centres were asked to send a short report on Maths Activities in their centres, a 
sample one is given below from Letterkenny IoT. The presentations in Letterkenny were 
delivered by Matt Parker, an enthusiastic mathematics speaker whose goal in life is to make 
more people excited about mathematics. He studied mathematics and physics in Australia 
before training to be a teacher and working in both Australia and the UK. He now develops 
and delivers highly engaging mathematics activities.

Maths Week in Letterkenny
Matt presented three shows at 
10am, 11.30am and 1.30pm for one 
hour each and almost 400 students 
were accommodated. In the first 
show, students from Errigal College, 
Letterkenny, Mulroy College, Milford 
and the VEC Adult Education Centre 
in Letterkenny were entertained to 
statistics and probability presented 
in a very simple and realistic fashion. 
The famous Birthday Problem was 
demonstrated in a hands-on engaging 
manner. He then showed the maths 
behind the national lottery and left no 
one in doubt as to the very poor odds 
in this very popular form of gambling! In 
the second show, these students were 
joined by others from Finn Valley College, Stranorlar and from Crana College in Buncrana. 
They were treated to Matt’s highly popular “Maths of the Simpsons” show and all left with a 
very different angle to mathematics especially to shapes in geometry.

In his final afternoon show, Matt worked with primary school students from Ballyraine 
National School and they learnt how to explore number and shape puzzles in a very fun and 
active manner. Students left having explored the amazing properties of the famous Möbius 
strip by actually making one for themselves using A4 paper, scissors and glue. 

Students then found out that the correct mathematical term for the doughnut shape is torus, 
known also as the “anchor ring”. They were told that the torus is one of the most fundamental 
mathematical objects in the universe and learnt how to calculate its volume. 

Feedback from students and their teachers was very positive and the expressions of 
excitement and wonder can be seen etched on the faces of the primary school students in 
the photographs shown, many proudly displaying their Möbius strips!
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Maths Week Partner, Nora Hennessy, Cavan Institute:  
Not only did our own students who have a very wide range of maths ability 
enjoy it, but it was also wonderful to be able to share the wonders of maths 
and maths week with other schools from the area.

Maths Week 2012 Feedback
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Matt Parker pictured in Letterkenny IoT with students 
and their Möibus strips



IT Tallaght
Tallaght was a veritable hotbed of activity during Maths Week 2011. Co-ordinated by 
Ciaran O’Sullivan, the Institute of Technology Tallaght events included the Solve-IT! 
interactive maths problem picture exhibition; a special maths themed “iWalk” through 
Tallaght; maths learning workshops delivered by the NRICH team from Cambridge 
University; the Tallaght Cubed Maths Eyes portable interactive photographic exhibition 
developed jointly by the Tallaght Photographic Society and IT Tallaght that looks at 
views and places of Tallaght through maths eyes; teacher workshops; and a whole 
range of other maths themed activities including puzzles and facts of the day.

“Many of the activities followed on from the ‘Looking at Tallaght through Maths Eyes’ 
initiative which took place in June 2011”, says Ciaran. “This was a community initiative 
led by South Dublin Libraries and Institute of Technology Tallaght that aimed to show 
people, through a variety of fun activities, that without realising it they use maths all of 
the time and are probably much better at maths than they realise. Every member of the 
community has maths eyes – they just need to be opened.”

He has been working with Maths Week for several years. “Maths Week provides a 
great platform for us to run events to engage people with maths in a positive way”, he 
points out. “We are trying to help the Tallaght community to make the link between 
mathematics and the real world and build people’s confidence in their use of maths 
in their life. We also want to empower people and build their confidence in their own 
maths knowledge and build a positive image of maths.”

He also believes Maths Week is making an 
important contribution towards changing 
perceptions around maths. “I do think it 
is making real progress. But I view this as 
cathedral building; you’ve got to look at it 
on that timescale. We are trying to move 
the conversation around maths on to be 
a positive one.  We are trying to do that 
through community engagement and Maths 
Week gives us the focus to do that. Overall, 
I think Maths Week has generated a lot of 
positivity over the past six years and is now 
generating its own momentum.”

Interviews
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Poster from The ‘Solve  IT’ exhibition held 
in Institute of Technology Tallaght and was 

open to the community during the ‘Looking at 
Tallaght Through Maths eyes’ initiative



NUIM
Fiacre O’Cairbre, a lecturer in the Mathematics Department of NUI Maynooth has been 
participating in Maths Week since 2006 and in 2011 participated in a number of activities 
during the festival. Among these was “Bridges and Mathematics”, a 90 minute radio show on 
LMFM (Louth Meath FM). During the show Fiacre told stories about bridges, mathematics and 
the merging of bridges and mathematics.

He also organised the annual Hamilton walk along the Royal Canal in commemoration of 
renowned Irish mathem atician William Rowan Hamilton. Hamilton is probably best known 
as the inventor of quaternions. “These are four dimensional numbers which include a time 
component and are now used extensively in computer graphics. It’s great to be able to show 
young people the relevance of mathematical discoveries made more than a century ago 
to today’s technologies. A large group of 140 people participated in the walk. There were 
students and staff from NUI, Maynooth, St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, UCD, DIT, WIT, 
TCD and a great diversity of people from the general public. There were also groups from the 
Fingal Historical Society, Cabra Community Council and the Royal Canal Amenity Group.”

Showing the fun side of maths Fiacre organised “A Mathematical Circus” in NUI Maynooth. 
This consisted of two half hour presentations with the first called The Magic of Mathematics 
and presented by O’Cairbre himself. The second was called A Mathematical Gig: the 
connections between music and mathematics, and was given by Bob Lawlor. 

Fiacre tries to communicate not only the fun that can be had from maths but also its inherent 
beauty. “Beauty is a big part of maths”, he says. “That surprises a lot of people but it’s like a 
sheet of music. Wouldn’t it be sad if people went through their lives only seeing the notes on 
the sheet and never hearing the music? During Maths Week I try to introduce people to the 
beauty of maths and that numbers are actually ideas. Of course, we look at the practical side 
as well.

“Maths Week has had a major impact 
on enhancing the understanding, 
awareness and appreciation of 
mathematics among schoolchildren 
and the general public”, he adds. The 
feedback from teachers, students 
and the general public has been 
extremely positive. “One of the 
wonderful things about Maths Week 
is that schools are now running 
their own events without any 
assistance from us in third level. I 
strongly believe that Maths Week has 
already reached that stage where 
it has created its own momentum 
and, just like any great thing, it 
has now become embedded in the 
consciousness and culture of schools 
so that it seems like a completely 
natural for schools to do.
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NUIM’s Professor AG Farrell addresses 
the Annual Hamilton Walk



Stanmillis College
Stranmillis Teacher Education College in Belfast is a long term supporter of Maths 
Week and once again organised events and participated in activity during the 2011 
festival. “We’ve been involved for the past number of years”, says Dr Patricia Eaton 
of Stranmillis University College. “What we have done is to invite primary and post 
primary schoolchildren into events here at the college. Our Drama Theatre can hold 
more than 200 so it’s an ideal venue for the events.”

This year saw the college organising events on the theme of the Magic of Maths. 
The events were presented by internationally acclaimed “maths magician” Fernando 
Blasco from Madrid and proved hugely popular. “We ran the events twice each day 
over two days”, says Dr Eaton. “On the first day we had primary schoolchildren in  
and the second day was for post primary schools. We had more than 400 children 
each day.”

The college also participated in the Maths in the City event in Belfast city centre. “Our 
students went out and helped with the event. They had a lot of great resources like 
mazes, puzzles and games and so on to help show the fun side of maths.”

She believes Maths Week is playing a very important role. “The big issues in 
education today are literacy and numeracy and Maths Week is playing an important 
party in promoting numeracy. Anything that promotes an interest in maths among 
young people is good and we get a lot of very positive feedback from schools 
in relation to Maths Week. The big events draw in the crowds and create a buzz 
which the teachers can take back with them and try to embed in the classroom. It 
doesn’t just focus on younger schoolchildren and that’s important. In 2010 we ran a 
specific event for sixth formers; they have big decisions to make in terms of whether 
to continue with maths or not and it’s good to engage with them. We hope to be 
involved with Maths Week for many years to come.
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Dr. Patricia Eaton 
from Stranmillis 
University College 
and Professor 
Fernando Blasco 
pictured with 
students from 
Killicomaine 
Junior High School 
Portadown. 



  


